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FODAG 

3.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, FAO 

SUBJECT: UNCTAD HARD FIBERS CONSULTATIONS 

REF: STATE 1 15799 

1 . FODAG INFORMED BRITO, BRAZILIAN CHAIRMAN OF UNCTAD HARD FIBERS 
GROUP, OF POSITION OUTLINED REFTEL. BRITO COMPLETELY CONCURS AND 
HAS PRELIMINARY INSTRUCTIONS FROM BRAZILIA NOT TO BECOME INVOLVED 
IN AD HOC INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE AS CHAIRMAN OF HARD FIBERS 
GROUP. BRASILIA BELIEVES THIS WOULD PUT BRAZIL, WHICH HAS DOUBTS 
ABOUT AN INTERNATIONAL SISAL AGREEMENT, IN AN IMPOSSIBLE POSITION. 

2. LESLIE, UNCTAD SECRETARIAT, HAS APPROACHED BRITO ON BRITO'S 
SUGGESTIONS FOR EXPERTS FOR EXPERT GROUP ON SISAL TO PREPARE REPORT 
FOR DECEMBER UNCTAD HARD FIBERS MEETING. BRITO SUGGESTED TO LESLIE 
THAT FOLLOWING COUNTRIES BE ASKED TO PROVIDE EXPERTS: TANZANIA, 
BRAZIL, KENYA, MEXIDO, MADAGASCAR, U.S., JAPAN, POLAND, AND 2 FROM 
EC. FODAG NOTED THERE WAS NO SMALL OR LDC CONSUMING 
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COUNTRY, BUT BRITO EXPRESSED DESIRE TO KEEP EXPERT GROUP SMALL 
AND WOULD SUGGEST ADDING SMALL CONSUMING COUNTRY IF POLAND DOESN'T 
PARTICIPATE. GARDNER 
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